What was perhaps the most interesting aspect of my visits was the fact that most of the processes and products on display did not exist two or three decades ago; those that did are now referred to as "aging" technologies. This is not surprising given the new developments exhibited at INDEX and ITMA, although even the "aging" processes have also been improved significantly over the same time period. I came back from these meeting with the feeling that nonwovens will continue to play a significant role in the polymer-fiber-textile enterprise for many years to come. In the near future ANNA/ANIC will be providing members to the Editorial Advisory Board from their geographic region.
EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD
It has been estimated that this industry contributes more than $30 billion to the U.S. economy, and will continue to grow at a rate of at least 5-6% annually. This is indeed great news for the industry!
As a professor and educator, however, I have to wonder about the availability of the trained human capital required to help sustain this industry. Presently, the nonwovens industry primarily undertakes in-house training of individuals with degrees in engineering or science. This has undoubtedly contributed to the innovations in the field; however, I am not certain if this can continue to be a viable option given the complexities of the materials, processes and products available today.
Gaining, and indeed maintaining, leadership in this emerging field requires substantial investment in human capital as well as inventing fundamentally new mechanisms for achieving "versatile" processing; i.e., processing of large volume and specialized materials with a substantially common production domain AND environmental compatibility.
In order to maintain the present level of innovation, it is necessary to develop a more structured model for training our future nonwoven specialists. In academic institutions, our efforts in this regard should be focused on training these "new" personnel with sufficient breadth and depth in the variety of disciplines that impact the nonwovens industry. This multidisciplinary education will well prepare them for a role with the new, versatile and sustainable technologies that will require a fundamental, adaptable knowledge of process synthesis, integration and subsequent transfer to industrial production. 
